
THE ANTHROPOLOGIST
International Journal of Contemporary and Applied Studies of Man

ISSN 0972-0073

Mirror, Mirror on the Wall:  Prospective Mathematics and
Science Teachers’  Use of Metaphors to Conceptualize and

Understand Reflective Thinking
Zehra Nur Ersozlu

Department of Curriculum and Instruction, Gaziosmanpasa University, Turkey
E-mail: nurersozlu@gmail.com, nurersozlu@yahoo.com

KEYWORDS Student Teachers. Reflective Thinking. Metaphor Analysis

ABSTRACT The aim of this study is to investigate prospective teachers’ use and conceptualization of metaphors
on reflective thinking. This study analyses the metaphorical conceptions of reflective thinking concepts of 71
PTs in a course on “Principles and Methods in Instruction”. Metaphors produced regarding reflective thinking fall
under 9 categories and a total of 62 metaphors were produced. Most frequently used metaphors were those of
“mirror” and “machine”.
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